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‘Civil society after the uprisings. The case of Algeria’, Singapore Middle East Papers, 

August 2015. Available at: 

https://mei.nus.edu.sg/themes/site_themes/agile_records/images/uploads/SMEP_15_-

_Cavatorta.pdf   

 

  

Selected Presentations 

‘Revolution and counter-revolution in the Middle East and North Africa’, Centre for 

Advanced Middle Eastern Studies, Lund University, Lund, Sweden, February 2022. ON 

ZOOM.    

 

‘Political Parties : dynamics of offer and demand on the Arab electoral market’, Durham 

University, UK, June 2021. ON ZOOM 

 

 ‘The success of the Tunisian transition to democracy?’, Institute on Culture, Religion and 

World Affairs, Boston University, April 3, 2021. ON ZOOM 

 

 ‘Twenty years of reforms in Morocco: a view from below’, Middle East Studies Association, 

New Orleans, USA, November, 2019. 

 

‘How do we agree on anything in this environment? The Tunisian media landscape and the 

transition to democracy. A view from Parliament’, King’s College London, September, 2019. 

ON ZOOM 

 

 ‘Beyond elections : Tunisian democracy seven years on’, Middle East Studies Association, 

San Anotonio, USA, November, 2018. 

 

‘Revisiting political parties and voters in the Arab world’, University of Roskilde, Roskilde, 

Denmark, September 2018.  

 

‘Can the last one out please switch the lights off? Survey data and migration in the Arab 

world’, Centre for Contemporary Middle East Studies, University of Southern Denmark, 

Odense, Denmark, September 2018.  

 

http://www.mei.edu/content/map/rise-and-fall-uncivil-society-salafism-tunisia-after-fall-ben-ali
http://www.mei.edu/content/map/rise-and-fall-uncivil-society-salafism-tunisia-after-fall-ben-ali
https://mei.nus.edu.sg/themes/site_themes/agile_records/images/uploads/SMEP_15_-_Cavatorta.pdf
https://mei.nus.edu.sg/themes/site_themes/agile_records/images/uploads/SMEP_15_-_Cavatorta.pdf


(with Eva Wegner) ‘Are Party-Voter Linkages in the Middle East and North Africa only 

Clientelistic?,’ MESA Annual Conference, Boston, USA, November 2016.   

 

‘Islamisme et lutte armée’, GRC/Royal Canadian Mounted Police, October 2015.  

 

(with Guillaume Corneau) ‘Radicalization in Tunisia after the uprising:  different profiles, 

different Salafisms?’ ECPR, Montreal, Canada, August 2015.  

 

‘Salafism after the Awakening’, Istituto per gli Studi di Politica Internazionale (ISPI)’ Milan, 

Italy, June 2015.  

 

‘La montée de l’Etat Islamique. Enjeux idéologiques et géostratégiques’, Base Militaire de 

Longue-Pointe, Joint Task Force, 2nd Division, Canadian Armed Forces, March 2015. 
 
‘All against all? Ideological disputes within Islamism: the case of Tunisia”, Conference on 

Islamism and post-Islamism in Muslim Societies, Queens University. Kingston, Canada, 

March 2015.    

 
‘Methodological issues in Middle East Studies: advocating for the inclusion of quantitative 

methods’, Conference of Contentious Politics in the Arab world, University of Toronto, 

Canada, March 2015. 

 
‘La transition tunisienne entre démocratie, libéralisme et Islam politique’, Conference on 

Pouvoirs et contre-pouvoirs: reconfiguration géopolitique au Moyen-Orient, UQAM, 

Montreal, February 2015.   
 
‘La révolte Syrienne et EI. Enjeux idéologiques et géostratégiques’, Institut Militaire de 

Québec, Canada, November 2014.  

 

‘L’État Islamique: implications idéologiques et géostratégiques’, Ministère des Relations 

Internationales et de la Francophonie, Québec, Canada, November 2014. 

 

(with Stefano Torelli) ‘From victim to hangman? The Tunisian troika and the rise of 

Salafism’, MESA Annual Conference, Washington DC, USA, November 2014.  
 
‘Trois ans après l’éclat de la révolte populaire en Tunisie’, UQAM, Montreal, Canada, 

November 2014. 
 
‘Post-Revolution States: Tunisia’, International Workshop, “North Africa and the Arab 

Spring, an Interim Assessment”, Tel Aviv University, Israel, May 2013 

 

‘Libya and the Maghreb; domestic and international security challenges’, UK Defence 

Academy, United Kingdom, February 2013.   
 
‘La reconfiguration des structures de pouvoir en Algérie. Entre le national et l’international’, 

CNRS Paris, France, October 2012. 

 
(with Emanuela Dalmasso) ‘The role of women in Islamist movements in Morocco and 

Tunisia: negotiating new gender roles?’, ECPR Joint Sessions, Antwerp, Belgium, April  

2012. 
  
‘Explaining the success of Ennahda in the 2011 elections in Tunisia’, BRISMES Annual 

Conference, London, UK, March 2012 

 



(with Emanuela Dalmasso) ‘The concept of laïcité and the role of religion after the Arab 

Spring. Constitutional reforms in Tunisia and Morocco’ Thirteenth Mediterranean Social and 

Political Research Meeting, Florence, Italy, March 2012. 
 

 
(with Emanuela Dalmasso) "Political Islam in Morocco: negotiating the Kingdom’s liberal 

space", ECPR Joint Sessions, St. Gallen, Switzerland, April 2011.  
 
“The convergence of governance. Upgrading authoritarianism in the Arab world and 

downgrading democracy elsewhere?”, 3rd World Congress in Middle East Studies, 

Barcelona, Spain, July 2010.  
 
(with Emanuela Dalmasso) “The family code in Tunisia and Morocco – The struggle between 

traditionalism, globalization and democracy”, Eleventh Mediterranean Social and Political 

Research Meeting, Florence, Italy, March 2010.  
 
“The European Union’s critical engagement with the Syrian Arab Republic in the 2000s”, 

Johns Hopkins University, Bologna Center, Bologna, Italy, February 2010.  
 
(with Erik Mohns) “Negotiations without end? The EU’s failure in engineering Syrian 

foreign policy”, Centre for Contemporary Middle East Studies, University of Southern 

Denmark, Odense, Denmark, December 2009.   
 
“Civil activism in Morocco. Much ado about nothing?”, Knowledge Project, University of 

Amsterdam, Amsterdam, Holland, November 2009.  
 

Director of ECPR Workshop 2 “Civil society dynamics under authoritarian rule”, ECPR 

Joint Sessions, Lisbon, Portugal, April 2009. 
 
“Engaging authoritarianism. The European Union, Syria and normative power”, UACES 

Annual Conference, Edinburgh, Scotland, September 2008.  
 
“Tyrants and Terrorists: Authoritarian Consolidation as Counter-Terrorism. The case of the 

Middle East and North Africa”, International Studies Association (ISA) Annual Conference, 

San Francisco, USA, March 2008.  

 
(with Vincent Durac) “Divergence or Convergence? The European Union and the United 

States security Policies in the Middle East and North Africa”, Panel co-director, Annual 

Conference of the Middle East Studies Association (MESA), Montreal, Canada, November 

2007. 
 
“A Clash of Civilisations within civil society? The failure of pro-democracy policies in North 

Africa”, Centre for Comparative Integration Studies, University of Aalborg, Denmark, 

August 2007.  
 
“Between participation and revolution. The case of the Moroccan Jamiat al-Adl wal-Ihsan”, 

ECPR Joint Sessions, Helsinki, Finland, May 2007.   
 
“Divided they stand, divided the fail. Opposition politics in Morocco”, UACES Workshop, 

Centre for Contemporary Middle East Studies, University of Southern Denmark, Odense, 

Denmark, April 2007. 
 



(with Azzam Elananza) “Show me the money. The role of western funding for civil society 

organisations in Jordan and Lebanon”, Eight Mediterranean Social and Political Research 

Meeting, Florence, Italy, March 2007.   
 
(with Azzam Elananza) “The power of civil society? Evidence from Algeria, Lebanon and 

Jordan”, Annual Conference of the British International Studies Association (BISA), Cork, 

Ireland, December, 2006.     
 
(with Azzam Elananza) “The secular/religious divide within Arab civil society. Evidence 

from Algeria, Lebanon and Jordan”, Annual Conference of the Middle East Studies 

Association (MESA), Boston, USA, November 2006.  

 
(with Azzam Elananza) “The Authoritarian nature of Arab civil society? The interactions of 

secular and religious organisations in Jordan and Lebanon”, Annual Conference of the 

Political Science Association of Ireland (PSAI), Cork, Ireland, October 2006.   

 
(with Vincent Durac) “Western Democracy Promotion in the Middle East and the War on 

Terror: The Case of Tunisia”, 2nd World Congress in Middle East Studies, Amman, Jordan, 

June 2006. Presentation delivered by Vincent Durac.  
 
“The Israeli Religious Right and Settlement Policy. The success story of religious Zionism?”, 

MECACS Seminar series at the School of International Relations, University of St. Andrews, 

Scotland on November 29th, 2005. 
 
(with Sylvia Kritzinger and Raj S. Chari), “Spectacular failure or cunning plan? The EU, the 

Barcelona Process and the case of Morocco”, XIX Congress of the Società Italiana di 

Scienza Politica, Cagliari, Italy, September 2005.  
 
“Civil Society, Islamism and Democratisation. The case of Morocco”, 3rd ECPR Conference, 

Budapest, Germany, September 2005. 
 
Director of ECPR Workshop 11 “Post-Cold War Democratisation in the Muslim World: 

Domestic, Regional and Global Trends”, ECPR Joint Sessions, Granada, Spain, April 2005. 
 
“The War on Terror - Perspectives from Radical Islamic Groups”, Royal Irish Academy, 

Dublin, Ireland, November 2004.  
 
“Civil society, democracy and Islam. The case of Morocco”, Annual Conference of the 

Political Science Association of Ireland (PSAI), Limerick, Ireland, October 2004.   

 
(with Sylvia Kritzinger and Raj S. Chari), "Continuities and Change in Party Positions 

Towards Europe: An Examination of Italian Parties' Euro-Manifestos", APSA Annual 

Conference, Chicago, USA, September 2004. Presentation delivered by Sylvia Kritzinger. 
 
"Internal-External Linkages in Processes of Democratisation. The Case of Morocco" 2nd 

ECPR Conference, Marburg, Germany, September 2003.  

 
(with Sylvia Kritzinger and Raj S. Chari), "Continuities and Change in Party Positions 

Towards Europe: An Examination of Italian Parties' Euro-Manifestos" Workshop on The 

Europeanisation of the Italian Political System, European University Institute, Florence, Italy, 

June 2003.  
 



(with Ben Tonra), “Normative foundations in EU foreign, security and defence policy. The 

case of the Middle East Peace process” ECPR-Joint Sessions, Edinburgh, Scotland, March 

2003. 
 
“Western attitudes to radical Islam: a comparative and historical perspective”, Dublin 

European Institute, Dublin, Ireland, October 2002. 
 
"Constructing an open model of transitions. International variables and the Democratization 

Process in North Africa”, APSA Annual Conference, Boston, USA, August 2002. 

 
(with Nalini Persram and Shiera el-Malik), "The Clash and 'Civilisation': Policy, populace 

and international legitimacy", Dept. of Human Rights, Rabat, Morocco, June 2002.       

 
 “The West and the failed democratization of North Africa: the cases of Tunisia, Morocco and 

Algeria”, the Center for International Studies, Duke University, Durham, NC, USA, October 

2001.  

 
“Geopolitical challenges to the success of democracy: the case of the Maghreb”, Royal Irish 

Academy, Dublin, October 2000. 

 
“The Impact of the International dimension on transitions to democracy…and back: the case 

of Algeria”, World Congress of the International Political Science Association, Quebec City, 

Canada, August 2000.  

 

 

Teaching/Research 
Winner of the DCU President’s Research Award for the Humanities and Social Sciences in 

February 2012.  
 

Nominated for the Annual DCU President's Awards for Excellence in Teaching & Learning 

in May 2005, May 2006, May 2007, May 2010 and May 2011. 
 

Nominated for the DCU President’s Research Award in December 2009, December 2010 

and December 2011.  
 

Certificate for a course for teaching improvement skills offered by the Centre for Teaching 

and Learning, University College Dublin. Obtained December 2002. 
 

Trained coder for the Euro-Manifestos Project, University of Mannheim, Germany.  
 

 

Grants 
Fonds de Recherche du Quebec – Societe et culture (FQRSC) – Canadian Dollars (CAD) 

258,584 for Soutien aux équipes de recherche / Universitaire - nouvelle équipe. 

Dates: April 2024 – to date   

 

Canadian Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council. Canadian Dollars (CAD) 

163,741 for a project on the values and attitudes of members of Islamist parties in Jordan, 

Morocco and Tunisia. 

Dates: September 2020 – to date  

 

British Academy. Pounds (GBP) 298,000 for a three-year project on media, conflict and 

transitions to democracy in the Middle East. 



Dates: November 2018 – November 2021  

 

CRSH. Canadian dollars (CAD) 19,000 to organize a two-day conference on geo-strategic 

developments in the Middle East and Africa. 

Dates: 11-12 November 2014.   

 

Faculté de Sciences Sociales, Université Laval. Canadian Dollars (CAD) 7,000 to examine 

political parties in Tunisia. 
Dates: May 2014 – December 2014.  
 

Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Euro 45,000 to examine the rise of Salafism in the wake 

of the Arab Awakening. 
Dates: September 2013 – April 2014. 
 

European Union – FP 7. Euro 200,000 to examine social and political transformations in the 

Arab world following the Arab Spring.   
Dates: January 2013 – September 2016 (tentative).  
 

Gerda Henkel Stiftung. Grant of Euro 55,000 to examine the transformation of Islamist 

movements. 
Dates: April 2012- April 2013.  
 

Dublin City University Research Capacity Building. Grant of Euro 14,000 to examine 

Moroccan Islamist human rights associations. 
Dates: June 2010-September 2010.  
 

Panos Institute Paris. Grant of Euro 9, 980 to examine the relationship between civil society 

activism and media access in Tunisia.  
Dates: October 2008-April 2009. 
 

Dublin City University Career Start Programme. Grant of Euro 12,316 to examine civil 

society actors in Morocco and to analyse Syrian foreign policy.  
Dates: September 2008-September 2009.   
 

Development Cooperation Ireland (Irish Aid), Dept. of Foreign Affairs, Ireland. Research 

Grant of Euro 85,000 to examine civil society in four countries: Lebanon, Yemen, Algeria 

and Jordan. The project is a mapping study of civil society linked to their potential impact on 

both liberalisation and democratisation.  
Dates: February 2006-June 2008. 
 

School of Law and Government (DCU) Research Grant of Euro 3,000 awarded for carrying 

out a project with the title “The role of civil society in semi-authoritarian political systems.” 
Dates: July 2005-August 2005. 

 

 

Selected Awards/Scholarships 
Irish Research Council for the Humanities and Social Science awarded the Government of 

Ireland Scholarship in the Humanities and Social Sciences, August 2001. 
 

Royal Irish Academy (Dublin, Ireland), awarded the Postgraduate Essay Prize, October 1999. 
 

Trinity College Dublin, Tuition Scholarship and Postgraduate Award, awarded from October 

1998 until October 2001. 
 



Syracuse University (Syracuse, NY, USA), Tuition Scholarship and Graduate Assistantship, 

from August 1996 until December 1997. 
 

Syracuse University (Syracuse, NY, USA), Dean's Summer Fellowship, from May 1997 until 

August 1997. 
 

Administrative Duties 
BA Programme Director, Department of Political science, Université Laval. 

Dates: June 2014 – June 2018 

 

Director of Teaching and Learning, School of Law and Government, DCU. 
Dates: September 2009 to date. 
 

Director of Research, School of Law and Government, DCU.  
Dates: September 2007 to September 2008 
 

Acting Director of Teaching and Learning, School of Law and Government, DCU. 
Dates: February 2007 to September 2007  
 

Service to the Profession 
Co-editor of the ISI-ranked journal Mediterranean Politics  

Date: June 2014 – June 2018 

 

External evaluator of research projects. I evaluated a number of projects for Canadian and 

European funding agencies 
Date: March 2009 – to date 
 

Member of the Advisory Board of the journal Mediterranean Politics. 
Date: June 2010 – to date. 
 

Member of the Council of the British Society for Middle East Studies. 
Date: April 2011- August 2013 


