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Fear of threats associated with social circle size
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Fear of threats associated with social circle size

Humans' fear level toward threats is associated with the typical size of our social circles,
according to a report published Apr. 11 in the open access journal PLoS ONE.

People fear threats that would kill 100 people more than those that would kill 10 people,
but equally fear those that would kill either 100 or 1,000 people, the authors report. Social
groups tend to be on the order of about 100 people. The researchers, Mirta Galesic of the
Max Planck Institute for Human Development in Germany and Rocio Garcia-Retamero of the
University of Granada in Spain, also determined that this effect was not due to lack of
differentiation between 100 and 1,000.

The authors conclude that the work could have important implications for raising
awareness about specific risks to the general public.

#H##

Citation: Galesic M, Garcia-Retamero R (2012) The Risks We Dread: A Social Circle Account.
PLoS ONE 7(4): €e32837. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0032837

Financial Disclosure: This research was supported by the Max Planck Society (Germany)
and the projects "How to Improve Understanding of Risks about Health (PSI2008-02019)"
funded by the Ministry of Science and Innovation (Spain), "Helping Doctors and Their
Patients Make Decisions about Health (PSI2011-22954)" funded by the Ministry of
Economy (Spain)," and "Contextual and Psychological Factors Involved in Risk Behavior"
(P09-SEJ-4752) funded by the Junta de Andaluci’a (Spain).The funders had no role in
study design, data collection and analysis, decision to publish, or preparation of the
manuscript.

Competing Interest Statement: The authors have declared that no competing interests
exist.

Disclaimer: This press release refers to upcoming articles in PLoS ONE. The releases have
been provided by the article authors and/or journal staff. Any opinions expressed in these
are the personal views of the contributors, and do not necessarily represent the views or
policies of PLoS. PLoS expressly disclaims any and all warranties and liability in connection
with the information found in the release and article and your use of such information.

About PLoS ONE

PLoS ONE is the first journal of primary research from all areas of science to employ a
combination of peer review and post-publication rating and commenting, to maximize the
impact of every report it publishes. PLoS ONE is published by the Public Library of Science
(PLoS), the open-access publisher whose goal is to make the world's scientific and medical
literature a public resource.

All works published in PLoS ONE are Open Access. Everything is immediately available—to
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anyone, anywhere, subject only to the condition that the original authors and source are
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see the everyONE blog at http://everyone.plos.org/media .

[ Print | E-mail | Bd Share ][ Close Window ] @ Back To

EurekAlert!

AAAS and EurekAlert! are not responsible for the accuracy of news releases posted to EurekAlert! by
contributing institutions or for the use of any information through the EurekAlert! system.

www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2012-04/plos-fot040912.php

12



