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Clinical Waste Management Needs Specialized Regulation 

Posted on: Friday, 7 January 2011, 11:17 CST  

The study is published in the Resources, Conservation and Recycling journal 

A study carried out by the University of Granada (UGR) warns of the need to unify existing plans for clinical waste management in the 
different autonomous communities to improve recycling and waste disposal. There is currently no specific state-wide regulation, just a 
framework law that the Spanish Ministry of the Environment and Rural and Marine Affairs (MARM) is planning to reform. 

"We carried out a comparison of the clinical waste management regulations and plans in place in the autonomous communities in 
2008 to see if there were any differences. We observed distinctions that even affected the classification of waste, making it difficult to 
obtain global data on, for example, what different types of waste are generated in the clinical sector", explains Montserrat Zamorano, 
UGR researcher and co-author of the study, to SINC. 

In Spain there is no specific legislation relating to clinical waste, hence its management is regulated by Law 10/98 on waste, as well as 
by specific regulations based on its classification, as is the case for hazardous and radioactive waste, among other types. 

"Thirteen of the autonomous communities studied, however, have approved 
regulations or plans to regulate the management of this type of waste, some 
prior to the approval of Law 10/98, with the aim of guaranteeing 
environmental health and protection", highlights Zamorano. 

The study analyses the differences and similarities between the ways in 
which waste is defined and classified, as well as the basic principles 
established for the distinct stages of its management. "When it comes to 
managing waste, problems may arise in communities where no reference 
standard exists, whereby health centres within the same province manage 
their waste differently if there is no agreement in place", points out the 
expert. 

If it is not classified correctly, it is not recycled 

Scientists found differences in the definition of the term 'clinical waste', in 
the classification of this type of waste, as well as in criteria prescribed for 
the presentation, collection, storage and treatment of the established 
categories. "Furthermore, at the time of the study, it was observed that 
some of the standards prior to the approval of Law 10/98 had not been adapted to the basic principles of management established 
therein. 

"Neither is the practice of reduction, reuse, recycling and appraisal, as opposed to incineration and dumping, widespread; and 
consequently, owing to the excessive use of single-use material, the rate of generation of this type of waste has increased 
significantly", indicates the researcher. 

According to the experts the differences observed, as well as the practices in place, could have implications both environmentally and 
economically in the management of this waste. "This situation could be avoided with the approval of some general management 
criteria on a national level", concludes the expert. 

--- 

On the Net: 

FECYT - Spanish Foundation for Science and Technology 
Resources, Conservation and Recycling 

More News in this Category 

Related Articles 
Evan Kravitz Joins Eastern Pennsylvania Youth Soccer Association as Manager of Marketing and Communications  
Study Finds Differing Long-Term Effects of Hand-Held Cellphone Laws  
Waste Management of Oregon Opens Ultra-Green Recycling Center  
ICON Selected to Manage Lilly Clinical Trial Site Set Up and Monitoring in Europe  
NetIQ Extends Proven VoIP Management to Microsoft Office Communications Server 2007  
AirPlus International Releases Third Annual Travel Management Study  
Airport-Management Study Set for Council Funding Today  
LighthouseMD Announces New CareTracker 5.8 Practice Management and Clinical System Release  
The Norwegian Women and Cancer Study (NOWAC): Different Statistical Methods to Assess the Reproducibility of a Food 
Frequency Questionnaire  
Studies in International Space Law  

Print Comment Font Size Digg del.icio.us Discuss article 0 Me gusta

 

Jan 8, 2011, 11:34 pm 
Sharp I³wall at CES  

Jan 8, 2011, 11:19 pm 
eCoupled's Intelligent Wireless 

Power  

Jan 8, 2011, 9:55 am 
Annular Eclipse as Seen by Hinode  

Jan 8, 2011, 9:32 am 
Can Orange Juice Help Prevent 

Arthritis?  

Jan 8, 2011, 9:17 am 
Radiation Belt Storm Probe Mission 

Trailer  

Jan 8, 2011, 9:13 am 
Do Sugary Foods Make Kids 

Hyper?  

More Videos  

Sponsors 

Pet Waste 

Waste Management 

Solid Waste 

Recycling and Waste 
Management 

Household Waste 

Solid Waste 
Management 

Recycling and Waste 

Waste Management 
Jobs 

Household Waste 
Management 

Waste Reduction 

Solid Waste Disposal 

Related Videos 
Free Healthcare from Clinical 
Trials  
Gender Differences When 
Encouraging Kids to Exercise  
Study: Switching Teens to 

HOME
 

COMMUNITY
 

NEWS
 

VIDEO
 

IMAGES
 

SPACE
 

SCIENCE
 

TECH
 

HEALTH
 

EDUCATION
 

TOPICS
 

SHOP
 

SITEMAP
 

SEARCH

Buzz up!

Página 1 de 2Clinical Waste Management Needs Specialized Regulation - Science News - redOrbit

10/01/2011http://www.redorbit.com/news/science/1975773/clinical_waste_management_needs_s...


