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""When one admits that nothing is certain one must, I think, also

admit that some things are much more nearly certain than -

others.'" — Bertrand Russell, (1872 - 1970) I'I“
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Small Faults May Reduce Large Quake Risks

Published on December 01, 2009
by EU News Network \*

(EUNewsNet.com and OfficialWire) Yﬂ ur U K
GRANADA, SPAIN Registe I‘Ed
Spanish scientists say they've found smaller tectonic faults close to larger faults in the Baetic mountain O ff] ce

range can reduce the risk of major earthquakes.

The researchers studying recent, active deformations in the Baetic mountains, located in southern and I
eastern Spain, say they have shown the activity of smaller tectonic structures close to larger faults in the On Yy
Iberian Peninsula partially offsets the risk of earthquakes. £1 90.99

PET year

"There are large faults in the eastern part of the Baetic mountain range, which are active and occasionally
cause moderate, low magnitude earthquakes," said Antonio Pedrera, lead author of the study and a
researcher at the University of Granada.

"Although we can't exclude the possibility that these direction faults could cause earthquakes of greater AEWEW 3 : 1 s
magnitude, we have shown that the formation of small tectonic structures helps to partially relax the gre gwc e d ﬂﬁfl E; 7 b M

energy associated with the convergence of plates, and reduces seismic activity in these larger faults,"
Pedrera said.
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The research was published recently in the Journal of Quaternary Science.
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Fair Use Notice

This website contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized
by the copyright owner. We are making such material available in our efforts to advance understanding of
political, human rights, economic, democracy and social justice issues, etc. We believe this constitutes a
'fair use' of any such copyrighted material as provided for in section 107 of the US Copyright Law. In
accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, the material on this website is distributed without profit to
those who have expressed a prior interest in receiving the included information for research and
educational purposes. For more information go to: http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.html. If
you wish to use copyrighted material from this website for purposes of your own that go beyond 'fair use’,
you must obtain permission from the copyright owner.
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