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mechanisms that justify violence against 
women 
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Site for alcohol's action in the 
brain discovered — [28 Jun 
2009] — Alcohol's inebriating 
effects are familiar to everyone. 
But the molecular details of 
alcohol's impact on brain activity 
remain... 

The battle for CRTC2: How 
obesity increases the risk for 
diabetes — [21 Jun 2009] — 
Obesity is probably the most 
important factor in the 
development of insulin 
resistance, but science's 
understanding of the... 

Cancer: The cost of being 
smarter than chimps? — [11 Jun 
2009] — Are the cognitively 
superior brains of humans, in 
part, responsible for our higher 
rates of cancer? That's a 
question that... 

Study gives clues to how 
adrenal cancer forms — [4 Jun 
2009] — At the ends of 
chromosome are special pieces 
of DNA called telomeres. Think 
of it as the little tip that caps off 
a shoelace.... 

More Health...
 

Sexist jokes (and all the variants of this kind of humour) favour the mental 
mechanisms which urge to violence and battering against women in 
individuals with macho attitudes. Those are the conclusions of a study 
carried out at the University of Granada, that will be released today in the 
framework of the world most renowned international symposium about 
humour and its scientific applications ('International Summer School and 
Symposium on Humour and Laughter: Theory, Research and Applications') 
that will be held in Granada. 

In order to carry out this research work, the scientists applied several 
questionnaires to a group of 109 university male students aged between 18 
and 26 years old. They showed them two series of jokes, one of them with 
sexist jokes where women were denigrated and another one with common 
jokes, without any kind of sexist content. Next, the researchers proposed 
them several scenes with different cases of battering against women, from 
minor to serious attacks, to ask them how they would react in this kind of 
situation. 

The work proved that those who had listened to sexist jokes were much 
more tolerant with male battering than those who had not, this is, that this 
kind of humour favours the mental mechanisms tolerant with violent 
behaviour towards women. However, the researchers warn those individuals 
affected by sexist humour showed a previous tendency to tolerate violence 
against women, as we can gather from a survey which weighed up sexist 
attitudes against women. 

Some of the items of the scale used by the scientist to measure men's sexist 
attitudes were: 'Deep down, feminist women intend women to be more 
powerful than men,' 'Most of the women do not fully appreciate what men do 
for them' or 'There are many women who make sexual insinuations to men 
and later they reject their advances just to make fun of them.' 
 
Source: Universidad de Granada 
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