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The Spanish Supreme Court has announced that it will accept a challenge
accusing Audiencia Nacional Judge Baltasar Garzon of knowingly giving an
unjust verdict or resolution, reports the Jurist.

The decision comes as the result of a complaint filed by Manos Limpias, a
union of public servants in Spain, which alleged that Garzon acted without
jurisdiction in violation of Penal Code Article 446 when he launched
investigations into Civil War-era crimes committed by the regime of General
Francisco Franco. In October 2008, Garzon ordered the exhumation of 19
mass graves in Spain, and ordered government agencies, the Episcopal
Conference, the University of Granada, and the mayors of four cities to
produce the names of people buried in mass graves in order to assemble a
definitive national registry. Spanish prosecutors had objected to the probe
on the grounds that it ran counter to the country's 1977 amnesty law, and
its 2007 condemnation of the Franco dictatorship, the report notes.
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