
OTHER TOP STORIES

Michael Caine says 'Batman will battle the Riddler'

in next film

Woman survives 'angry' son-in-law's anti-tank

missile, machine gun attacks!

Woman survives 'angry' son-in-law's anti-tank

missile, machine gun attacks!

Carlos Santana braces himself for Las Vegas

residency

Scientists uncover how probiotics can prevent

disease

Jim Carrey's girlfriend worries about joining him on

weight-gaining spree

More from this section

Scientists uncover how probiotics can prevent

disease

CO2 in underground water may bring carbon

capture and storage a step closer

Electronic bendy displays may change the face of

reading

Origins of 'Rx' traced back to 5000 years in Egypt

Fabled staff of Moses may have been found in

London

Soon, Viagra moisturiser that makes waistlines

shrink

Washington, Thu, 02 Apr 2009

  E-mail Article

  Printer Friendly

  Text-Size     

Thu, Apr 2, 2009

     Member's Login

HOME | SOCIETY | WORLD | ECONOMY | SPORTS | SCI-TECH | EDITORIAL | FEATURES | HUMOUR | HEALTH | LIFE STYLE | ARTS-CULTURE | ENTERTAINMENT | SPECIAL

Search Search

Look

for:
   Last 1 Month    Last 6 Months    All time

TOP SEARCHES: UGC, Delhi, Maharashtra, Mumbai, inflation, Rajasthan, Agra, Karnataka, Police, ICICI Bank,

Home :: Sci-tech

6 out of 10 university students have 'mathematical anxiety'

ANI

Washington, April 2 (ANI): A new study conducted at the University of Granada (Spain) has found that 6 out of every 10

university students, regardless their field of study, present any symptom of anxiety when it comes to deal with mathematics.

 

Also, the study found that there are significant differences between men and women in this sense, as men suffer less anxiety

when it comes to deal with mathematical tasks.

 

 

This study was carried out in a sample consisting of 885 first-year students from 23 different

degrees given at the UGR, which include the subject of Mathematics, both compulsory and core.

 

The sample included four of the five university fields of study: Health Sciences, Experimental

Sciences, Technical Education and Social Sciences.

 

The researchers applied to the students the so-called Fennema-Sherman Mathematics Attitudes Scales, a questionnaire

validated by experts from all over the world, which has been used since the 70s; the student underwent such questionnaire at

the beginning of the second four-month period.

 

According to the researchers, mathematical anxiety appears through a series of symptoms "such as tension, nervousness,

concern, worry, edginess, impatience, confusion, fear and mental block" when dealing with the subject of Mathematics.

 

This work has also revealed that there are significant differences in the students' attitude towards Mathematics depending on

their field of study.

 

Thus, the students of degrees of the field of Health Sciences are those who fear Mathematics the most (this is, show more

anxiety), unlike those of Technical Education, who are the less concerned.

 

According to the researchers, "an indirect effect of mathematical anxiety is that of avoiding studies related to Mathematics,

which later conditions the type of degree they can choose".

 

In other words, many students choose degrees different to those they preferred -and in which they would be really good in

many cases - in order to avoid studying subjects connected with Mathematics.

 

The results of the study have been published in the journals "Indivisa: Boletín de Estudios e Investigación", "Investigación en

Educación Matemática" and "Revista de Educación de la Universidad de Granada". (ANI)
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