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Heavy pot smoking may trigger
psychosis: study

NEW YORK (Reuters Health) - Among individuals who appear to be
"mentally well," heavy use of marijuana may predispose them to
develop schizoprehenia and other "psychoses," new research suggests.

Among 92 patients, ages 18 to 65 years, who suffered a first episode of
functional psychotic illness, more than half said they smoked marijuana
daily or nearly every day and most of these individuals (66 percent) had
no pre-existing signs of abnormal neurological development that would
put them at risk for psychosis.

They had no family history of psychosis; they had been doing well
academically; they had a group of friends and as such were not socially
isolated; and they had good muscle coordination, Dr. Miguel
Ruiz-Veguilla, of the Institute of Neurosciences of the University of
Granada, Spain, and co-investigators explain in the latest issue of the
journal Schizophrenia Research.

The remaining 43 percent of the study subjects with a first psychotic
episode did have signs of abnormal neurological development that
increased their risk of psychosis, such as a family history of psychosis
and trouble in the social and academic worlds.

The new and most interesting study finding, wrote the researchers, is
that mentally healthy adults who smoke marijuana daily or nearly every
day may experience psychotic symptoms, while not having any of the
risk factors for these symptoms.

This study, Veguilla further explained in comments to Reuters Health,
suggests that patients with poor social and academic adjustment before
the onset of illness "do not need an environmental factor in order to
develop psychosis."

While people with good social and academic adjustment before the
onset of psychosis illness - defined as have more than five friends; good
academic function; good motor coordination and sensory integration;
and no family history of psychosis -- need a strong environmental
factor, such as smoking cannabis every day, to develop psychosis."

SOURCE: Schizophrenia Research 2009.

© Thomson Reuters 2009 All rights reserved.

 

 

ALSO ON REUTERS

MORE HEALTH NEWS

Ads by Google What's This?

Stop Smoking In Spain
Costa Del Sol, Blanca & Gibraltar As on BBC, Free Information Pack
www.stopsmokinginspain.com

Hotel con encanto Granada
Disfruta de la Magia de Granada frente a la Alhambra en el Albayzin
www.HotelCasaMorisca.com/Reservas

Vital Signs
A look at health and well-being around the globe, only on CNN.
cnn.com/vitalsigns

"Heart Attack Warning"
Clean Arteries & Avoid Surgery. Painless, Fast, Safe & Easy
www.YourTicker.com/Angioprim

Madonna Visit Retail Trends Earth Hour

 Illusionist floats in
mid-air

1.

 Crisis hits moon sales2.

 Madonna in Malawi court3.

 Indian models dare to bare4.

 Loincloths hot among Japan woman5.

 The Awakening in the balance6.

 Obama hits the brakes on autos7.

 Pizza vending machine8.

 Business Update: Wall St. slumps9.

 Obama rejects GM, Chrysler plans10.

 Brochures provided by Dianomi  advertisement

Luxury travel to USA and Canada

brochures from Kuoni Travel and

others

Free guides to online trading

 

Email | Print | Share | Single Page [- ] Text [+]

Glaxo to co-promote Shire's Vyvanse drug in U.S.

Healthcare reform vital, U.S. health agency says

Rise in late preterm births cause for concern: study

Fat infants at risk of being obese toddlers: study

More Health News...

EDITOR'S CHOICE Pictures Video Articles

MOST POPULAR ON REUTERS UK

Articles Videos

Heavy pot smoking may trigger psychosis: study | Science & Health | Reuters http://uk.reuters.com/article/healthNews/idUKTRE52T6I820090330

2 de 3 31/03/2009 11:25




