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Electric field found on Saturn's moon 

GRANADA, Spain, Oct. 27 (UPI) -- Spanish physicists say they have discovered unequivocal 

evidence of electrical activity in the atmosphere of Saturn's largest moon, Titan. 

Physicists at the University of Granada and the University of Valencia say their analysis of data 

from the Huygens space probe proves "in an unequivocal way" the existence of natural electric 

activity in Titan's atmosphere. 

Huygens, a joint mission of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration and the European 

Space Agency, was launched in 1997 and landed on Titan in January 2005, sending data for 90 

minutes after it reached the surface. The electric field was measured by a sensor on the 

Huygens probe. 

Juan Antonio Morente of the University of Granada said Titan has been considered "a unique 

world in the Solar System," since a Spanish astronomer discovered in 1908 that it had an 

atmosphere -- something non-existent elsewhere in the solar system.  

"In this moon there are clouds with convective movements and therefore there can be static 

electric fields and stormy conditions," said Morente, noting electrical activity significantly 

increases the likelihood organic molecules that are precursors to life could be formed in the 

atmosphere. 

The study appears in the journal Icarus.  

© 2008 United Press International, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
 

 

News Photos - Slideshows 

Science News View archive | RSS Feed 

Published: Oct. 27, 2008 at 3:48 PM

Order reprints  |  Feedback

Photos of the Day Week in Photos News Entertainment Sports Features Archives Olympics 

2008

Path to the Presidency

�

California Women's 

Conference

The campaign trail - 

Oct. 13 - Oct. 19

The campaign trail - 

Oct. 6 - Oct. 12

The campaign trail - 

Sept. 29 - Oct. 5

Bernanke Testifies on 

Economy

Al Smith Dinner in 

NYC

Third Presidential 

Debate

Law Enforcement 

Officers' Memorial

Michelle Obama rally 

in Indiana

Bush hosts Italy's 

Berlusconi

World Bank / IMF 

Meetings

Second Presidential 

debate

 

Most Popular 

Yellowstone wolves remain controversial  

Two asteroid belts found in nearby system  

Electric field found on Saturn's moon  

Study: Cups of java cut cup size  

New cancer drug is called impressive  

The Soyuz Space Craft Mission  

  

Volcanic Eruption in Chaiten  

  

Images from the Hubble Telescope  

  

The Great White Shark  

Stories Photos Videos People

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Explore

Home Top News Entertainment Odd News Sports Business Science Health Analysis Media Features 

Página 1 de 2Electric field found on Saturn's moon - UPI.com

28/10/2008http://www.upi.com/Science_News/2008/10/27/Electric_field_found_on_Saturns_moon/UPI-13741225136917/




