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researchers, including Professor Juan Carlos Braga of the
University of Granada (Spain), have based their study on both
molecular evidence and the fossil record.
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At present, the Indo-Australian Archipelago (IAA) is the tropical 2006) — In recent years, major international
center of maximum diversity since the Miocene and in the last ~ conservation groups have focused their limited
20 million years, as the record of large benthic foraminifera, resources on protecting a small number of
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A synthesis of the paleontological and molecular data, more
interpreted in an ecological context, has enabled the scientists
to understand the true antiquity of hotspots and their
component species. However, future studies are clearly
needed as global threats to marine biodiversity put the spotlight
on the vulnerability of coral reef ecosystems.
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created these hotspots. An improved understanding of the
nature of biodiversity hotspots, be they terrestrial or marine, will
require a clearer understanding of the geographic and
environmental context of taxonomic turnover driving the
origination, maintenance, and diminution of hotspots over
extensive time scales.
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