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A research group of the University of Granada has found out that
maslinic acid, a compound present in the leaf and the olive skin
wax extracted from alpeorujo (crushed olive pulp), has the capacity

of preventing cancer as well as regulating apoptosis in
carcinogenic processes.

Maslinic acid is a protease inhibitor that, among other features, has
the capacity of regulating cell growth. It is useful for cancer
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treatment, as it allows to control the hyperplasia and hypertrophy

processes, typical of this disease. The scientists of the UGR have
characterized for the first time maslinic acid action from the
molecular point of view when it is applied to the development of

tumour cells.

This work has been carried out by Ph D student Fernando Jesus
Reyes Zurita, and directed by Professor José Antonio Lupiafiez
Cara, of the department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology |I.
According to them, the advantages of maslinic acid are three:
Unlike other anti-carcinogenic products, highly cytotoxic, it is a
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natural compound and, therefore, less toxic. In addition, it is

selective, this is, it only acts on carcinogenic cells, whose pH is
more acid than usual. And lastly, it has a preventive nature, as it
can inhibit cancer appearance in those cells with a higher

predisposition to develop it.
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Although the research group of Professor Lupiafiez Cara has

analysed the effect of maslinic acid in the treatment of colon cancer, it can be used in different types of tumours. For the
moment, their research works have been developed in colon carcinoma lines and transgenic mice, but they have not
dismissed the possibility of applying them to humans in future.

Maslinic acid is a pentacyclic terpene which, besides being anti-carcinogenic, it has anti-inflammatory and antioxidant effects
and can be found in high concentrations in olive skin wax. At present, the only production plant of this substance at a
semi-industrial level in the whole world is at the Faculty of Sciences of the University of Granada.

UNIVERSITY OF GRANADA COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT
Secretariado de Comunicacion - Universidad de Granada

Hospital Real - Cuesta del Hospicio s/n
http://www.ugr.es

Acid Reflux Treatment

Stop Suffering & Start Curing Your Symptoms with Grocery
Remedies!

www.RefluxRemedy.com/Reflux

AntiCancer Books and DVDs

Proof TumorX Paste and Enzymes Kill All Types of Cancer
Cells!

www.cancerx.org

Cancer Information

The New York Times reports on the latest cancer research
and studies

www.nytimes.com

Cord Blood Stem Cells
Store your child's cord blood stem cells with Cryo-Save
WWW.Cryo-save.com

Add to:
-1 Email =3 Print

- Go back to top of page

- Write an opinion on this article

- View Cancer / Oncology News

- Back to latest news headlines

- Subscribe to our weekly newsletter

- Worldwide hospitals search

. Digg m" Delicious % Reddit T Fark 2 StumbledUpon Yy

How Interesting Was This Article?
(1 = Not Very. 5 = Very)

O1 O2 O3 O4 Os
I Am A:

| -- Please Select --

Visitor Ratings:
Healthcare Professional:
Not Yet RatedGeneral Public:
Not Yet Rated

Health2 ™1 Facebook [*

Most popular articles from the last 7 days

Artificial Sweeteners Could Make You Gain Weight, Study
11 Feb 2008

Deaths Stop Part Of Diabetes Trial
07 Feb 2008

Sad People Are Bigger Spenders
10 Feb 2008

Doctors Rage At Blue Cross Letter
13 Feb 2008

Dehumanization And Discrimination Against Blacks Linked, Study
Finds
08 Feb 2008

Related Article Info

News For This Category

Patient With Rare Disorder
Responds To Cancer Drug
14 Feb 2008

Ipsen: Clinical Update For
Decapeptyl(R) 6-Month
Formulation In Advanced
Prostate Cancer

14 Feb 2008

Vascular Endothelial Growth
Factor Neutralization Can
Damage Brain Vessels, Say
Schepens Eye Research
Institute Scientists

14 Feb 2008

View more news...

Videos For This Category

= Monitoring and
Adherence in CML

= Treating Prostate Cancer
Symptoms

View more videos...

Health Professionals

' breast cancer

source

CLICK
HERE

to
register at

Breast

Cancer

Source
.com

A service provided
by AstraZeneca

Today's Featured Video

'ONCE
m= DAILY 2
Avoiding Age-Related Memory
Loss

more videos are available in
our health videos section.

@
108 12:31



