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15 May 2007 
Pesticide Contamination Ubiquitous In 
Pregnant Women  

A study from the University of 
Granada in Spain that analyzed 
the presence of organochlorine 
pesticides in pregnant women 
found that all the participants 
showed placental traces of at 
least one pesticide. More 
alarmingly, on average, the 
women were contaminated 
with eight different pesticides.  

Organochlorine pesticides fall 
into a group of chemical 
compounds known as 
persistent organic pollutants. 
They are present in the 
environment in food, biomass, 
soil and water. They cannot be 
assimilated and tend 
accumulate in the fatty parts of 
the body.  

Exposure to organochlorine pesticides has been linked to various 
malformations in the genitals and urinary systems of offspring. The 
most common effects of exposure in the womb are cryptorchidism 
(undescended testicles) and hypospadias (a total fusion of the 
urethral folds) in male infants.  

The study - in which 300 women participated - involved sampling the 
blood, umbilical cord and the placenta at birth. Other general data on 
the parents, their places of residence, profession, medical history, 
age, tobacco habits, lifestyle and diet were also considered.  

The analysis of the placental tissues revealed the presence of multiple 
endocrine disruptive (interfering with the hormonal system) 
organochlorine pesticides. The most common were DDE (found in 93 
percent of the women), lindane (75 percent), endosulfan diol (62 
percent) and y endosulfan-I (54 percent). Endosulfan-diol recorded 
the highest concentration at 4.15 nanograms per gram of placenta. 
Incredibly, some of the subjects' placentas contained 15 of the 17 
pesticides analyzed.  

For pregnant women, the researchers suggest that organic foodstuffs, 
daily exercise and the avoidance of tobacco are important in 
minimizing the risk of male reproductive health disorders in offspring.  
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Source: Department of Radiology and Physical Medicine of the Universidad de Granada  

 
Discuss This Article In The Forum... 

Property in Granada 
Andalusia’s last secret. Culture of white-
washed villages.  

Toxicology Books 
For toxicologists, scientists and 
pharmaceutical students  

Página 1 de 3Pesticide Contamination Ubiquitous In Pregnant Women

15/05/2007http://www.scienceagogo.com/news/20070414232527data_trunc_sys.shtml



Granada Airport car hire 
Ford Ka from £53 week 
Car Hire of the year 2006  
www.carjet.co.uk 

Desktop E.coli Test Unit 
Rapid, on-site testing 
system for E.coli in water 
and foods.  
www.pathogendetect.com 

Pesticide Standards 
3,200+ available in 
Solutions & Neat form also 
Custom formulations  
www.AccuStandard.com 

Bacteria Contamination 
Research all of the articles 
on NYTimes.com's 
Knowledge Network  
www.nytimes.com/college 

Property in Granada 
Andalusia’s last secret. 
Culture of white-washed 
villages.  
www.quality-sol.com 

Science Newsfeeds 

Features 
Sci Topics 
Musings, discussion and 
waffle on scientific 
current affairs by a 
troop of barely evolved 
science pundits. 
WARNING: May 
Contain Traces Of 
Science  

Science Shopping 
Sci Shop 
Peculiar scientific stuff 
that you didn't even 
know existed, which 
you don't need, but 
which, if fortune smiles 
upon us, you'll still go 
ahead and buy 
anyway. 

Rusty's Reading List 
Sci Books
Join Rusty Rockets for 
the lowdown on what 
you should be reading. 
You can also catch up 
on Rusty's regular 
weekly reviews via our 
book review section.  

Archives 

 2007  2006

 2005  2004

 2003  2002

 2001  2000

 1999  1998 
 Discussions 

Search 

 

50 Hotels in Granada 
Book your hotel in Granada online. Find your hotel on a city 
map!  
www.bookings.es 

Granada - Ofertas Vueling 
Vuelos desde 30€ a Granada, todo incluido. Aprovecha y 
compra.  
granada.vueling.com 

Casas Granada Valle Costa 
Inmobiliaria en Padul Preciosas casas valle y costa  
www.garcialazaro.com 

granada 
Peninsula - Luxury properties in Granada, Jerez and Costa 
del Sol.  
www.peninsulapm.com 

Página 2 de 3Pesticide Contamination Ubiquitous In Pregnant Women

15/05/2007http://www.scienceagogo.com/news/20070414232527data_trunc_sys.shtml



 
 

 Science a GoGo  Web 

Find

Ads by Google
  Masaje Granada 
  PNL Granada 
  Reiki Granada 
  Yoga Granada

Home   |   News   |   Discussion Forum   |   Books   |   Curiosity Shop   |   Features   |   About
The terms and conditions governing your use of this website. 

Copyright © 1997 - 2007 Science a Go Go and its licensors. All rights reserved. 

Página 3 de 3Pesticide Contamination Ubiquitous In Pregnant Women

15/05/2007http://www.scienceagogo.com/news/20070414232527data_trunc_sys.shtml


