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fluctuations related to climate changes before the first Homo Sapiens
arrived in the Iberian Peninsula. Cold, arid and highly variable climate
was the least favourable weather for Neanderthals and 24,000 years
ago they had to face the worst weather conditions in the last 250,000
years.

The most important about these data is that they differ from the
current scientific paradigm which makes Homo Sapiens responsible for
the Neanderthal extinction. This work is a contribution to a new
scientific current - leaded by Dr. Clive Finlayson, from the Gibraltar
Museum - according to which Neanderthal isolation and, possibly,
extinction were due to environmental factors.
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These studies on climate variability are part of the work of the group
RNM 179, funded by the excellence project RNM 0432 of the
Andalusian Regional Government’s Department for Innovation, Science
and Business and by the MARCAL project of the Spanish Ministry of
Education and Science, both linked to the Andalusian Environment
Centre (CEAMA - Centro Andaluz de Medio Ambiente).
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