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After 3/11: The
Evolution of Jihadist
Networks in Spain

By Javier Jordan, Robert Wesley

01/12/2006 - Nearly two
years after the March 11,
2004 terrorist attacks in
Madrid, new militant
Islamist cells continue to be
disrupted in Spain on a
regular basis. In 2004,
Spanish Police detained almost 100 jihadists. The
trend continued in 2005 with more than 80
Islamic militants apprehended. In the latest
arrests, on January 10, 2006, Spanish police
detained 20 suspected Islamic militants alleged to
have recruited sympathizers to join the Iraqi
insurgency. The alleged militants were detained
during pre-dawn raids in and around Madrid,
Barcelona and the Basque town of Tolosa. These
staggering figures do not even include the
significant roles played by common delinquents
and ideological sympathizers. This period has
illuminated several emerging characteristics of
jihadi groups that will affect the long-term
evolution of Islamic terrorism in Spain.
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